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REFLECT 

“What a day for celebration!  What a day to rejoice!  The Spirit of God is in our 
midst; God has come to meet with us.  Bring your hearts before our God.  

Worship God in word and song and prayer.  Be filled with hope and joy for we 
have a God who loves us, who knows us and wants to be with us.  Let go of fear, 
your worry and frustration.  Let God have it all!  We are here, as one, the body of 

Christ.  Let us celebrate together our great and wonderful God!” 
--from Homiletics, September, 2014--  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



TWENTIETH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST  
ORDER OF WORSHIP 

Words in bold are to be spoken in unison. 
  Please stand as you are able. 

Congregational Announcements        
Pastoral Greeting     
Prelude and Candle Lighting                                                         Stephen Page                                 
Coming Together, Sharing our Faith                   Paul Andersen                  
      Leader:  Our faith draws us together this day.  Let us trust enough to   
                        open our ears and our hearts. 
       All:   We have heard God’s miracles in other times; 
                        our ancestors have kept the story alive for us.  
      Leader: Give ear, all people, to God’s word for today.   
                        Taste the bounty of God’s blessing here and now.  
       All: We long for a faith that makes sense today.  
                        We want to keep the story alive for new generations. 
     Leader:  God’s revelation is for all people, near and far.  God is  
                        waiting to communicate with you and me.  
       All:  May God have mercy on us and all people.  Surely God’s will  
                         shall be made known to us. Thanks be to God! 
 

 An Opening Hymn           “Great God as We Are Gathering”              #604 
 

A Stewardship Moment                                                                       Al Collings  
 

A Reading from Our Hebrew Scriptures                              Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32 

A Testimony of Our Faith  
      Pastor:  Into the silence of the void the Creator spoke, and the 
               world came into being 
        All:  The Word of God in the vastness brought light from darkness, 
               matter from nothing, flesh from dust, life from lifelessness.     
       Pastor:  In the quiet of a small town in Palestine the Word of God 
               came to us.  
       All:  Even though of one being with the Creator, Jesus our Christ, 
                taking on human form, was born, lived and walked among us 
                speaking the words of life. He was crucified, died, and was 
                buried. He rose from the dead and speaks to us today. He is 
                the one who saves us from ourselves. 
    Pastor:  In the stillness of our souls the Spirit of God, who is one with 
            the Creator and the Christ,  
     All:  whispers the Word, and calls us back to the Creator, back to the 
            Christ, back to the wholeness of everlasting life in the unity of  



             the Creator, Christ and Spirit. 
A Reading from the Gospel                                                     Matthew 21:23-32 

Reader: May God bless our hearing and understanding of this 
reading from our sacred texts. 

All: Word of God, Word of Life, Thanks be to God   
 

Prayer Hymn   Amazing Grace (alternative text by George Stuart)       Insert                            
      (please feel free to remain seated) 

 
Prayers of the People Sharing Concerns, Joys ~ Pastoral Prayer 

 ~ Lord’s Prayer~ 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we 

forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

Call to Offering and Offertory Music  
Choir Anthem: “Blessings Over Me” 

(Offering plates are in the front and rear of the sanctuary for your gifts; you may place them 
in the plates during the music) 

 
  A Doxology                                                                                             Tune: # 34 (Old 100th) 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Christ, all creatures here below;  

Praise Holy Spirit evermore;  
One God, triune, whom we adore. Amen. 

Youth Message 

Music for Reflection and Inspiration                                                                                 Stephen Page                                 

Sermon                                      “Jesus and the Blame Game”                            Rev. Doug Williamson  

  A Closing Hymn                                      “Help Us Accept Each Other”                                     #596                    

  Benediction (after which, please be seated for the postlude)   
                           “Forgiveness,” by Ann Weems 
Postlude   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



AMAZING GRACE (alternative text) 
Tune: New Britain; #422 in our hymnals 

Amazing Grace; it gives us birth, 
To each and everyone; 

This precious gift of life to live; 
This race for us to run. 

Amazing Grace; it gives us strength 
To struggle with our pain; 

To rise and stand, to forge ahead 
In sunshine and in rain. 

Amazing Grace; it gives us love 
When all seems deep despair; 

Compassion shown by friends who weep 
Is wealth beyond compare. 

Amazing Grace is found in life; 
In Grace we all are blest; 

In Grace we live, in Grace we die; 
In Grace we find our rest. 

 
George Stuart has several self-published volumes of new lyrics to well-known hymn tunes. Check out his 

website at sites.google.com/site/george007site or email him at george.stuart@exemail.com.au 

 

          Our Covenant of Welcome  
We, the members of the First Congregational Church of West Brookfield, UCC, are a people of faith, 
following Jesus and sharing God’s abundant love, believing each of us is created in God’s image. 

We seek to demonstrate God’s love through respect and care for one another. We celebrate and learn from 
differences in race, culture, gender identity and expression, sexual orientation, economic and political 
background, and physical and cognitive challenges. We welcome those who have no church home, need 
strength, want to follow Christ, or are seekers in their spiritual lives. All are invited to participate fully in the life, 
leadership, ministry and mission of this church as we strive to grow in a safe and nurturing community of faith. 
No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here. 
 

Welcome members, friends, and visitors to our service this morning!   If you are a guest with us, we 
invite you to sign our guest register and/or fill out a visitor card. Activity bags are available in the back of 
the sanctuary for children who are with us in worship.  
 

Prayer Requests 
Would you like to ask for prayers for someone? You may write your request in the red prayer book on 
the table located in the back of the sanctuary. A deacon will share them with the pastor. Please see a 
deacon with any questions. 
 



 

First Congregational Church of West Brookfield 
36 N. Main Street 

PO Box 371 
West Brookfield, MA  01585 

508-867-7078       FCCWBWorship@gmail.com 

Westbrookfieldcongregationalucc.org 

https://www.youtube.com/@FirstCongregationalChurchofW.B 

 

Rev. Dr. Doug Williamson – 913-387-9947 
djwnscaa@gmail.com 

P.O. Box 74, Barre, MA 01005 
 


