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REFLECT
“You gain strength, courage, and confidence by every experience in
which you really stop to look fear in the face. You are able to say to
yourself, ‘I have lived through this horror. | can take the next thing
that comes along.’ You must do the thing you think you cannot do."”
—Eleanor Roosevelt—



SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
ORDER OF WORSHIP
Words in bold are to be spoken in unison.
Please stand as you are able.

Congregational Announcements

Pastoral Greeting

Prelude and Candle Lighting Stephen Page
An Opening Litany of Praise Karen Williamson

Leader: Troubled prophets and struggling families,
you listen to our voices, whoever we are.
All: There is no one like you, God of the listening heart.
Leader: Those who live in fear, and those who look for signs,
you fill us with hope and surprises.
All: There is no one like you, God of steadfast love.
Leader: Seekers of power, as well as those who serve the
vulnerable, you challenge us to use our gifts for others.
All: There is no one like you, God of all people.

An Opening Hymn for Communion Sunday “I Come With Joy” #706
A Reading from the Gospel Matthew 10:24-39

Reader: May God bless our hearing and understanding of this
reading from our sacred texts.
All: Word of God, Word of Life, Thanks be to God

Prayers of the People Sharing Concerns, Joys ~ Pastoral Prayer
~ Lord’s Prayer~
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we
forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Call to Offering and Offertory Music
(Offering plates are in the front and rear of the sanctuary for your gifts; you may place them in
the plates during the music)
Doxology Tune: # 34 (Old 100th)
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Christ, all creatures here below;
Praise Holy Spirit evermore;
One God, triune, whom we adore. Amen.
Youth Message



Music for Reflection and Inspiration Stephen Page

Sermon “Belovedness” Rev. Doug Williamson

Breaking Bread Together—Holy Communion
(Without exception, in our community of faith, all are welcome to commune at God’s table. Our
bread is gluten free, our juice non-alcoholic and unsweetened.)

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION
Pastor: God of the fair winds and bounteous fields,
Of the storms overhead and the seas below,
All: With joy we celebrate the connection we have with all of creation “From sea to shining sea,”
From the beauteous mountain caps to the rivers winding across the land.

Pastor: We honor the connection we have with your beings-
All: from the chipmunks scurrying through our yards
to the swallows swooping in the air above.

Pastor: We embrace the relationships with our neighbors near and far-
All: the ones who are close to our hearts, and the ones with whom distance in miles and souls sets
us apart.
Pastor: And so we come to this table: The ones with many opportunities, and those seeking liberty.
All: The ones who have been disregarded and those embraced,
knowing that Christ’s welcome receives all,
knowing that Jesus the Christ ate with sinners and tax collectors,
with those who disapproved and those who leapt for joy,
with Judas and Peter, with Mary and Martha, with Philip and Thomas.
Pastor: And so we too come to the table.
All: The table of God’s freedom. The table of God’s justice and love. The table which reflects the true
kingdom, empire, realm of God where all are welcome.
Pastor: We come to the table remembering the night before Jesus died.
As he ate with his followers in a room away from the world,

“taking a loaf of bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to them, saying, ‘This is
my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” And he did the same with the cup after
supper, saying, ‘This cup that is poured out for you is the new covenant.”?> Whenever we eat and drink at

the table, we remember the Christ in our midst.
All: Spirit of Hope, Holy Winds of Divine Freedom, encircle this bread and cup, Encircle us in our eating
and drinking that we may experience the radical love of Christ here today
and sharing this care as we journey throughout this week. Amen.

[Bread served first; we all partake together; cups served; we all partake together.]

Prayer after Communion
Pastor: Let us join together in prayer:  All: Indwelling Spirit, God of Grace, we are grateful to
have shared bread and wine, the symbols of sacrifice, service, and unity. Encourage us in our
work together, that we may grow in love as we serve one another and the world around us in
our journeys as disciples of Jesus. Amen.



ﬁg A Closing Hymn for Independence Day Weekend #728
“God of the Ages, Whose Almighty Hand”

ﬁg Benediction (after which, please be seated for the postlude)

Postlude

P ===\ Our Covenant of Welcome

} We, the members of the First Congregational Church of West Brookfield, UCC, are a

people of faith, following Jesus and sharing God’s abundant love, believing each of us is

created in God’s image. We seek to demonstrate God’s love through respect and care for one another.
We celebrate and learn from differences in race, culture, gender identity and expression, sexual
orientation, economic and political background, and physical and cognitive challenges. We welcome
those who have no church home, need
strength, want to follow Christ, or are seekers in their spiritual lives.
All are invited to participate fully in the life, leadership, ministry and mission of this church as we
strive to grow in a safe and nurturing community of faith. No matter who you are or where you are on
life’s
journey, you are welcome here.

Welcome members, friends, and visitors to our service this morning! If you are a guest with us, we
invite you to sign our guest register and/or fill out a visitor card. Activity bags are available in the back of
the sanctuary for children who are with us in worship.

Prayer Requests

Would you like to ask for prayers for someone? You may write your request in the red prayer book on
the table located in the back of the sanctuary. A deacon will share them with the pastor. Please see a
deacon with any questions.
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