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From Our Pastor 
 

Dear Friends, 
 

     On Christmas Eve I offered as blessing and benediction The Work of Christmas, written by the late Rev. 
Dr. Howard Thurman, who served as Dean of Marsh Chapel at Boston University. I share it again here as both 
a guide and inspiration as we head into a new year. 
- 

“When the song of the angels is stilled, 
When the star in the sky is gone, 
When the kings and princes are home, 
When the shepherds are back with their flock,  
The work of Christmas begins: 
“To find the lost, 
To heal the broken, 
To feed the hungry, 
To release the prisoner, 
To rebuild the nations, 
To bring peace among brothers and sisters, 
To make music in the heart.” 
 

     In my short time as pastor of our community of faith, I have been inspired by the members of our church 
family taking to heart and acting upon the items listed (in the second stanza above) as “the work of Christmas.”  
There is a passion for service, generosity, justice, and peace among us that I want to acknowledge, give 
thanks for, and encourage as we continue our journey of discipleship and ministry in the new calendar year. 
 

     As additional inspiration for that journey, which we undertake in the midst of a deeply troubled world and 
struggling fellow citizens, let me share another short poem written by Dr. Thurman: 

 

I will light candles this Christmas. 
Candles of joy, despite all the sadness. 
Candles of hope where despair keeps watch. 
Candles of courage where fear is ever present. 
Candles of peace for tempest-tossed days. 
Candles of grace to ease heavy burdens. 
Candles of love to inspire all of my living. 
Candles that will burn all the year long.      

Happy New Year!  Grace and peace, Doug  



 
 
We are having a wonderful Advent season.  The Advent Interlude was very moving and well received.  Our 
Christmas Eve Service was beautiful.  Thank you to all that participated to make it such a memorable night.   

 
We are coming up on the Annual meeting where some of our Boards and Committees will be changing 
positions.  JoAnn Bakulski will be leaving the Deacons this year.  We would like to say a million thanks to 
JoAnn for all she has done to help us run our church services during her tenure as a Deacon.   

 
 

Have a Safe, Happy & Healthy New Year! 

 
Blessings from your Deacons! 
Nancy Arsenault, JoAnn Bakulski, Pat Jackman, Karen Murphy, Chris Showalter 
 

 
 

2026 READERS & COFFEE HOUR SCHEDULES 

Thank you so much to everyone who has volunteered to help with these important missions.  
The schedules have been posted on the bulletin board.  

If you need to make any changes, please contact Karen Murphy by January 31st. 
Also, please don’t worry if something comes up during the year and you need to make a change. 
Just let me know at kmurphy718@charter.net or 508-801-7692. It’s appreciated if you can cover 

yourself, but if you’re unable to, I will take care of it. 
 
 
 



Church "Housekeeping" 
 Did you know that the ladies' restroom has an exhaust fan?  Look above the 

trash basket and see the knob that can be set from 5 minutes to 15 minutes. 
Sometimes our shared space needs a bit of help. Please know you are welcome 
to turn it on anytime it is needed! 

 A reminder to be certain to keep the two doors of the fellowship hall closed to the 
outside doors. By doing so, it will decrease our heat loss. Thanks! 

 Reimbursement Vouchers - Do you know where reimbursement vouchers are 
located? They are attached to the side of the metal file cabinet that is located 
next to the copy machine in the fellowship hall. Please take them as needed. 
Don't see any? Let church clerk, Terry Hall know and she will make more. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Dismas Farm Dinners 
 

Dinner will be at the farm 
Tuesday, January 13th at 6.00 PM. 

 

 If you are able to provide a main dish, 
side dish, dessert or salad for us to take 

to the men there, please email or Angela 
or Deanna.  We're usually serving 15 

people including the interns who work 
with the men, and the folks bringing the 

meal.  Thank you for your help!    
 

Dismas Volunteers: 
Deanna Randall - 413-436-7849 
or drandall444@comcast.net 

 

Millie Gushue – 413-436-7125; 
 or gush00@comcast.net 

 

Angela Carville – 508-347-1148 or 
angelacarville67@gmail.com 

It is that time of year again! 
Shovels are in the back hall and & 

Sand buckets are placed at all doors. 
The Parish Board can’t be everywhere 
so we are asking for your help.  If you 
see that an area is slippery or just a 

dusting of snow please help out.   
If you cannot do it safely reach out to 

a Parish Board member! 

W. Brookfield Farmer's Market 
The W. Brookfield Farmer's Market that is 

held on the town common during the spring 
and summer months has returned to our 
Fellowship Hall for another season. Visit 
any Wednesday from 3 pm - 6 pm and 
enjoy a bountiful selection of wonderful 

fresh foods, farm products and handmade 
items from local artists and farmers. 

 



A Very Special White Christmas Thanks!! 
Kitchen mavens: Karen Andersen and Debbie Steltzer for a vast and delicious lunch menu and -
- for both organizing the bake table AND baking much of what was on it! 
The Heavy Lifter and the Carvers: A HUGE thank you to Mike Murphy for doing the very heavy 
lifting of all the raw turkeys for Karen A. on Saturday morning and to the "BEST 3 TURKEY 
CARVERS" ever: Wally, Ken, and Al Collings Saturday afternoon....Great job, gentlemen!!! 
 
The Bakers: All of those who came to the church kitchen and created your scrumptious 
delicacies for the bake table! 
 
The Raffle Queens: Dee Blanton, Angela Carville & Linda Barron for gathering, organizing and 
overseeing our huge "really cool stuff" raffle! 
 
And to every other person who donated the turkeys and all the groceries to make the 
wonderful luncheon - and to all the volunteers who gave their time and energy to make it all 
happen that day! The order takers, the greeters, the cashiers, the order fillers and of course 
the clean-up crew! 
 
Total Funds generated to support our church and its outreach into the community were: 
Kitchen - $2118 
Bake Table - $778  
Quilt Raffle - $143 
"Really Cool Stuff" Raffle - $1482 
Total - $4521 
THANKS!     THANKS!     THANKS!     THANKS!     THANKS!     THANKS!     THANKS!     THANKS! 
Your White Christmas Committee 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Updated Office Hours for Pastor Doug 
I am going to try slightly different office hours as we begin 
2026. I will continue to have office hours on Wednesdays and 
Fridays, but will change the Wednesday hours to 12:30-3:00 
p.m. Friday hours will continue to be 9:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 
Karen and I will be making a trip to Ohio in January to spend a 
couple of days with her mother, so I will not be holding office 
hours on January 21 and 23. Please feel free to call me at 
913-387-9947 if you would like to meet at a time other than 
the regular office hours.  
 

Grace and peace, Doug. 
 

 
 
The Open and Affirming Committee  
The ONA Committee met in December and has upcoming plans to share.  
 
The committee will be hosting an informal panel discussion in January. At this 
discussion, members of the committee will share their reasons for being on the ONA 
Committee, why it is important that we become an ONA church and what brought each 
of the members of the committee to this important decision. This panel discussion will 
be an opportunity for the congregation to hear each of the committee's personal 
thoughts and feelings regarding LGBTQ people and the importance of being an open and 
welcoming church. Questions and discussion will be encouraged. This panel discussion 
will be held after worship on Sunday, January 18th, during our regular coffee time. We 
strongly encourage all to attend. The committee has come to believe that the more our 
congregation knows about what it means to be an open and affirming church the better 
it will be for all.  
 
Please mark your calendars for Sunday, January 18th and plan to attend. Please share 
any questions you may have regarding this panel discussion or anything regarding 
becoming an ONA church to any member of the committee. 
 
With hope for an inclusive future, 
Karen Murphy, Beverly Prestwood-Taylor, Stephaine Beland, Angela Carville, Doug 
Showalter, Pat Jackman, Pastor Doug Williamson and Terry Hall 
 



 

 

Robert Bents – 1/5 
Linda Daskowski – 1/9 

Cory Spencer – 1/11 
 
 

 

 

Our Mission and Vision Statement: We are a church where all are welcome to 
worship together, to share in fellowship and to grow spiritually in our journey 
with Christ.  We value justice, diversity, and freedom of expression.  We strive 
to serve our community and all God’s creation and to spread the love of God 
to all people.   

 
CONTACT INFORMATION FOR YOUR CHURCH OFFICERS & CHAIRS 

Moderator: Dee Blanton – deeblanton86@gmail.com 
Deacon Chair: Karen Murphy – kmurphy718@charter.net 

Parish Board Co-Chairs: Wally Hall – terryle56@yahoo.com & Mike Murphy – kmurphy718@charter.net 
Treasurer – Mary Deotte – hombai@yahoo.com 

Collector: Deanna Randall – drandall444@comcast.net 
Clerk: Terry Hall – terryle56@yahoo.com 

Church Phone: 508-867-7078  

From Our Church Office 
Pastor -  Rev. Dr. Doug Williamson – 913-387-9974 – djwnscaa@gmail.com 

Office Hours- Wednesday & Friday 9:30am – 1:00pm 
 

Church Secretary – Bonni Holmes – fccwbworship@gmail.com 
Office Hours – Friday 8 am – 10 am  

 
Please note – The Glad Tidings deadline for February is Monday, January 26th     

SOCIAL MEDIA CONNECTIONS 
Website: westbrookfieldcongregationalucc.org 

Facebook: First Congregational Church of West Brookfield, UCC 
Instagram: Search @firstcongowestbrookfield 

 



 
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY 

 
WEDNESDAY THURSDAY 

 
FRIDAY 

 
SATURDAY 

    

1  
 

2 3 

4 
Worship 10 am 

 
Coffee & 

Fellowship 
 

Parish Boad 

5 
 

 

6 

 
 

7 
Sharing  

Cupboard 
10 – 11:30 am 

 

8 
 
 
 

Sharing 
Cupboard 
7 – 8 pm 

9 
 

10 
 

11 
Worship 10 am 

 
Sunday School 

 
Coffee & 

Fellowship 
 

Church Council                 

12 
 
 

13 
 

Dismas Farm 
Potluck dinner 

at the farm 
6pm 

 

14 
Sharing  

Cupboard 
10 – 11:30 am 

 

15 
 
 
 

Sharing 
Cupboard 
7 – 8 pm 

 

16 
 

17 
 

18 
Worship 10 am 

 
Coffee & 

Fellowship 
 

ONA panel 
discussion 

19 
 

20 
 

 

21 
Sharing  

Cupboard 
10 – 11:30 am 

 

22 
 
 

Sharing 
Cupboard 
7 – 8 pm 

 

23 
 

24 

25 
Worship 10 am 

 

Sunday School 
 

Coffee & 
Fellowship 

 
Deacons 

26 
 
 

Glad Tidings 
Deadline 

 

27 28 
Sharing  

Cupboard 
10 – 11:30 am 

 

29 
 

 
 

Sharing 
Cupboard 
7 – 8 pm 

 

30 31 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
A decision to cancel service may be made due to 
snow or ice in order to keep all our parishioners 
safe.  Our goal is to make a decision before 8:30 
am on Sunday morning.  We will send out an e-mail 
message announcing the cancellation.  If you 
would prefer to receive a telephone call or text 
regarding such cancellations, please contact 
Karen Murphy.  508-801-7692 or 
kmurphy718@charter.net  
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