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January 11, 2026; 10 a.m.
REFLECT

“Holy one, untamed by the names | give you, in the silence name me, that | may know who I am, hear
the truth you have put into me, which you call me to live out with my sisters and brothers in your
human family.” --“In Silence, Name Me,” by Ted Loder—



BAPTISM OF CHRIST
ORDER OF WORSHIP
Words in bold are to be spoken in unison.
Please stand as you are able.
Congregational Announcements
Pastoral Greeting

Prelude and Candle Lighting Stephen Page
As God Calls Us, We Gather Together Paul Andersen
Leader: Gather from East and West, from North and South. God is calling us; listen, for God
is naming us.

All: The voice of God thunders through our midst. The voice of God is powerful and
full of majesty.
Leader: Bow in awe before the One who created us. God knows us completely, yet accepts
us.
All: The voice of God commands our attention. The voice of God is like fire and
tornado.
Leader: God reaches out to strengthen, not condemn us. God brings us through terror to a
place of peace.

All: Ascribe to God glory and strength. Worship in awe, wonder, and joy!

Hymn “When John Baptized by Jordan’s River” #239
A Reading from the Prophets Isaiah 42:1-9; 43:1-2
A Litany of Thanksgiving

Leader: God, come close and speak our names.

All: Remind us that we are fully known and loved.
Leader: God, thank you...

All: for calling us by name.
Leader: Come close to us, re-claim us for life.

All: God, thank you... for calling us by name.
Leader: Come close to us, and never let us go.

All: God, thank you... for calling us by name. Amen.

The Gospel Matthew 3:13-17
Reader: May God bless our hearing and understanding of this

reading from our sacred texts.
All: Word of God, Word of Life, Thanks be to God



Renewal of Baptismal Vows
(At First Congregational Church of West Brookfield UCC we baptize both children and adults;
anyone who has not been baptized and wishes to be, or anyone who wishes for their children to
be baptized, is always welcome to arrange such a baptism with Pastor Doug. Baptism is not a
requirement to receive communion in our church family, because we believe all are named,
claimed, and loved by God.)

Pastor: Brothers and sisters in Christ: Baptism is an act of naming and knowing one’s
identity, within the community and individually before God. Through the reaffirmation
of our faith we renew the covenant declared at our baptism, acknowledge what God is
doing for us, and affirm our commitment to Christ’s holy Church. We invite all here
today to join in affirming and pledging our faith and we invite anyone who has been
baptized to renew now your baptismal vows.

Do you promise to seek God’s direction for your life, to serve God in responsible

freedom as a member of Christ’s Church, in ministry to all people? Will you seek to
meet the needs of a broken world and to walk humbly with God all the days of your life?

All: 1do, asking God’s guidance.
Pastor: Do you confess your faith in Jesus Christ as your Savior?
All: | so confess my faith.

Pastor: Those who have been baptized, remember your baptism, and be thankful. The
Holy Spirit work within us, that having been born through water and the Spirit, we may
live as faithful disciples of Jesus Christ. And may each and every one of us give thanks
that we are named, claimed, and loved by our God.

All: Amen.
Hymn (please remain seated) “Jesus Loves Me” (verse 1) #437

Prayers of the People Sharing Concerns, Joys ~ Pastoral Prayer
~ Lord’s Prayer~
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we
forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Call to Offering and Offertory Music
(Offering plates are in the front and rear of the sanctuary for your gifts; you may place them
in the plates during the music)



A Doxology Tune: # 34 (Old 100th)
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Christ, all creatures here below;
Praise Holy Spirit evermore;
One God, triune, whom we adore. Amen.

Youth Message

Special Music Stephen Page
Sermon “Named and Claimed by God” Rev. Doug Williamson
B Hymn “Go, My Children, with My Blessing” #719
N7

BX{ Benediction (please be seated)

Postlude

“This is my Son,
the Beloved, with who
I am well pleased.”

1

Matthew 3:17,




m Our Mission and Vision Statement:

w We are a church where all are welcome to worship together, to share in fellowship and to
] grow spiritually in our journey with Christ. We value justice, diversity, and freedom of
expression. We strive to serve our community and all God’s creation and to spread the love of God to
all people.

Welcome members, friends, and visitors to our service this morning! If you are a guest with
us, we invite you to sign our guest register and/or fill out a visitor card. Activity bags are
available in the back of the sanctuary for children who are with us in worship.

Prayer Requests

Would you like to ask for prayers for someone? You may write your request in the red prayer
book on the table located in the back of the sanctuary. A deacon will share them with the
pastor. Please see a deacon with any questions.
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